
 

GOOD TIDINGS FROM ZION      November 2018 

 

Encounter Christ...Grow in faith…Love as Christ loved...Tell the Story  

Treasure in Heaven 

 

During this year, the book I’ve mainly used for my own morning devotions is Seeking Aliveness by 

Brian McLaren. For the last several weeks, he’s been working through Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount, 

Matthew 5 – 7. One of my seminary professors described Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount as his version 

of Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I have a dream…” speech. The sermon places before us Jesus’ vision of 

the Kingdom of God…his vision of heaven. 

One from yesterday really struck me – it’s based on Matthew 6:19-20: 

9 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and where 

thieves break in and steal; 20 but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither 

moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For where your treasure 

is, there your heart will be also. 

Here’s how Brian McLaren paraphrases it: 

Do not let greed cloud your outlook on life, but store up true wealth by investing in a growing 

portfolio of generosity and kindness.  

A growing portfolio of generosity and kindness. I love that. 

I am not someone who believes heaven is some other place. It’s more like an alternate reality that is 

somehow here and not yet completely here. After all, Jesus said, “the Kingdom of God has come 

near.” In this now and not yet time, the Kingdom of Heaven is tangled in with the brokenness of the 

present time and place. Sometimes heaven seems far away on the other side of a wide chasm. But 

other times…amazing times…in “thin places”…you get glimpses and visions of God’s realm. 

That chasm gets narrower between our world and the Realm of God when we live by Jesus’ teach-

ings from the Sermon on the Mount. 

We narrow that chasm when we build up our portfolio…not our professional portfolio, nor our in-

vestment portfolio, but when we build up our portfolio of generosity and kindness.  

How is your portfolio of generosity and kindness doing?  

Christ’s peace, 

Pastor Kris  
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November Calendar 

November 4 9:00 am—Worship with Holy Communion, All Saints Sunday 
       Lighting candles in memory of those who have died. As a church, we will 

       remember Ivan Bergman 

  9:45 am—Sunday School! 

November 11 9:00 am—Worship 

November 18 9:00 am—Worship 

  9:45 am—Sunday school 

November 25 9:30 am—Worship at South Haven 

 

November helpers 

Cleaners—Judy and George Nygren 

Lectors—Fox/Rine 

Ushers—George G. Nygren, Gail Otto 

Communion Assistant—Carol Mintzmeyer 

 

Church for the Sake of the World 

 

Thank you! A huge thank you to everyone who donated coats, dollars and other winter gear for Bub-

ba’s Closet. We filled a laundry cart at Hanger’s! The Bubba’s Closet event will happen Saturday No-

vember 3—families will be able to “shop” for winter gear for their kids from the donated items 

 

Bible Question #2 

We know when Jesus was born and where he was born. But when and where did he die? 
Where is he buried?  

 

Most important part of the answer: Jesus is no longer buried anywhere! That’s what this whole res-
urrection thing means—he is NOT dead anymore! Hallelujah!  

 

He died on a hill outside Jerusalem called Golgotha—”place of the skull.” It was likely a place desig-
nated for public execution. According to scripture, he was placed in a borrowed tomb, but rose after 
three days. Other than just outside Jerusalem, we do not know where the tomb was, nor really even 
the precise location of Golgotha.  

Based on some things we can date—the reign of Emperor Tiberius, the governorship of Pontius Pilate, 
the rule of Herod Antipas and the timing of Passover, which is connected to the cycles of the moon, 
it’s believed that Jesus’ death was in April, either in 30 AD, or 33 AD. 

 

 

Bible Questions of the Month  

Question #1 

 Who decided, and how did they decide that Matthew, Mark, Luke and John would be  the ca-
nonical gospels, and the Gnostic and other gospels did NOT fit in?  

First, a couple of definitions—canon means the collection of books that were ultimately decided to be in-
cluded in the Bible. Canonical is an adjective describing the books that made the cut. 

Gnosticism comes from the root gnosis, to know.  This system is based in the separation of spirit and 
matter, or spirit and body. Matter, including bodies, is believed to be evil, or at best, not really real. In 
Gnosticism, the belief was that the divine creation was intended to be entirely spirit, but something went 
awry and the material universe, including our existence as bodies, was a mistake. 

In this mistake, there are still bits of spirit trapped in bodies. A special messenger than comes to bring spe-
cial knowledge which will free the spirit from the body and allow it to escape. Although it might go by oth-
er names, Gnosticism is alive and well today. 

At the time of Jesus, what was known as scripture was Hebrew scripture…our Old Testament. That canon 
was set long before Jesus and the gospels. 

Over time in the early decades and centuries of the Christian church, theologians, teachers and preachers 
came to a gradual consensus that Gnosticism and some other early beliefs were inconsistent with how 
they understood God…the God who created the material world and called it good. They also came to a 
gradual consensus that incarnation…God taking on a real human body in the person of Jesus was more 
consistent with their understanding of not only God, but the teachings…and death and resurrection of 
Christ himself.  

As the church taught and proclaimed Jesus, it relied primarily on the texts that ultimately became the can-
on because they seemed to capture better what Jesus was about. 

The four gospels were among the first books to be accepted as scripture. The Gnostic gospels were reject-
ed. And four gospels were included, each differing slightly from the others, to avoid anyone claiming that 
any one disciple had received this special knowledge from the messenger. 

By the end of the second century, most of the canon was established – the gospels, Acts and Paul’s letters. 
By the second half of the 4th century, consensus was reached on what books should be included and which 
ones shouldn’t be.  

There was never a council or anything that decided the canon, unlike the creeds. It was more about how 
the books fit with the understanding of God and Jesus Christ as revealed by the Old Testament, the He-
brew scriptures, and Jesus himself.   

         Question #2 :  


