
 

GOOD TIDINGS FROM ZION      December 2017 

 

Encounter Christ...Grow in faith…Love as Christ loved...Tell the Story  

All Things Advent   

Advent is a season of waiting and preparation. But what are we 
waiting for and how do we prepare?  

We are waiting for Christ’s return and the fulfillment of the 
kingdom of God. We prepare by pointing to places where 
the kingdom is being fulfilled even now, and by modeling that kingdom to the rest of the world.  

Here are some ways to observe Advent by modeling the kingdom of God: 

• Attend worship regularly 

• Practice a spiritual discipline by following some type of Advent devotional—there are some   
 options on page 3 

• Give to an ELCA or Nebraska Synod ministry. There are some good options on page 2 

• If you can safely and healthily do so, reach out to someone with whom you’ve had a falling 
out and seek reconciliation 

• Go for a prayer walk through your neighborhood 

• Pray for someone you can’t stand 

• Forgive someone 

• Ask for forgiveness from someone 

• Do a “reverse Advent basket” - set out a basket and every day of Advent add a personal care 
item to the basket for the City Mission or Bridges to Hope. 

• Go through closets and drawers—take stuff you no longer use to Bridges to Hope. They’ll 
either  give it to their clients who are transitioning from prison or sell it in their thrift store—
Bud’s Five and Dime—to raise money for their mission 

• Have a conversation with someone very different from you...a different race or religion, 
someone who is gay or transgender, someone whose political views are far from yours, 
someone who has lived in very different places from you. Be curious and not judgmental and 
do more listening than talking. 

• Get help if you are having emotional issues or addiction problems 

• Volunteer in an organization that fights poverty or racism or something else that tugs at you 

 

Or come up with your own idea.  What is your Advent goal? We are more likely to follow through on 
a goal if we tell someone else. Tell your spouse or partner, family member, friend or your pastor 
what you plan to do. Or put it on our Facebook page!  

Advent Blessings,       

Pastor Kris 
    

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

589 County Rd. 13 

Ithaca, NE  68033 

Contact Information 

Pastor Kris Bohac—786 5270 or 499 4993 

 krisbo90@gmail.com 

President Charlie Rine—402.261.4772 

Facebook—Zion Lutheran Church ELCA 

Website—www.zionithaca.org 

 



 

December Calendar 

December 3 9:00 am—Worship with Holy Communion—First Sunday in Advent 

        Blessing for those working in finance, insurance and banking 

  9:45 am—Sunday School—Christmas program practice 

  9:45—By Heart, adult small group study 

December 10 9:00 am—Worship 

December 17 9:00 am—Christmas Program 

  Refreshments after Program 

December 24 9:00 am—status of morning worship TBA 

  7:00 pm—Christmas Eve Candlelight Service of Lessons and Carols  

 

 

 

November Helpers 

Cleaners—Merlin and Marcia Fick 

Lectors—Nygrens 

Ushers—Merlin Fick/George C. Nygren   

 

 

 

(Advent Part 2—Resisting the Cultural Pressure 

 

It is cool to buy stuff for other people and it can be a warm, joyful part of the Christmas season.  But we 

tend to overdo it. For the most part, your kids and grandkids don’t really need a bunch more toys or any 

other stuff. Here are some tangible ways to make this holiday season less materialistic. 

 

• Give the gift of adventure...give a “gift certificate” for a hike, a trip to the park or a trip to a muse-

um...use your imagination. There are lots of free or inexpensive adventures 

• In the name of a child, grandchild, other relative or friend, buy a sheep, goat, chicks or water purifying 

system or some other item which promotes self-sufficiency from the ELCA Good Gifts catalog (catalogs 

on the alcove table) 

• Buy textbooks for Tanzania in someone’s name (see Nebraska Synod website or look at brochure on 

table) 

• Give to Mission Field: Nebraska. Their budget is very crunched right now and these ministries serve 

some pretty vulnerable groups. Here’s a list of their ministries: 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. All the Children of God—serves the immigrant community in SE Nebraska with spiritual 
support and other help 

2. Seeking the Spirit Within—trains spiritual directors for the spiritual well-being of church 
members and leaders 

3. Table Grace Café—provides a daily cooked meal in downtown Omaha on a “pay as you 
can” basis. Also teaches homeless or unemployed people cooking skills to help get a  job 

4. Lutheran Family Services Welcome Center—helps new immigrants navigate the immigra-
tion system and adjust to a new home 

5. Several worshipping communities located in underserved and impoverished areas: 

 Followers of Christ Prison Ministries 

 Fontanelle Community Church, North Omaha 

 Igelsia Luterana San Andre , South Omaha 

 Lakota Lutheran Center, Scottsbluff 

 Sudanese Outreach Ministry, Omaha and Ralston 

 United Asian Ministry, Dakota City 

Advent Devotional Options 

 Luther Seminary’s Joy to the World—follow the link or 

pick up a paper copy on the narthex table 

 Busted Halo’s interactive online Advent Calendar (one of 

the days has a picture of Elf...from the movie!) 

 For families with kids, pick up one of the ELCA World 

Hunger Advent calendars on the narthex table 

 Read one of the four gospels, start to finish 

 Use one of the Faith Five bookmarks on the narthex table 

https://www.luthersem.edu/advent/2017_Advent_Devotional.pdf
https://advent.bustedhalo.com/

