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Encounter Christ...Grow in faith…Love as Christ loved...Tell the Story  
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Foundations 

At our last adult Bible study on Paul’s letter to the Corinthian church, we talked about foundations. As 
a church, what is our foundation? Paul makes it pretty clear to the Corinthians early on in the letter…
he tells them he came among them preaching only Christ crucified.  

Our foundation is Jesus. We even have a song – The Church’s one foundation is Jesus Christ her Lord. 
And even more than that, it’s Christ crucified….and risen…for the sake of the world. That’s the gospel.  

Knowing our foundation becomes important when we deal with conflict within the church…and really 
if we are going to approach conflict anywhere. As Jesus’ followers that should be our foundation. The 
Corinthian church was full of conflict. There were divisions based on personalities of leaders and 
teachers. There were divisions between rich and poor. Arrogance and sexual immorality were prob-
lems. It was a culture not so different in some ways from ours. 

Some Christian churches will say their foundation is the Bible…God’s word. We say something differ-
ent when we say our foundation is THE Word…Jesus. The Bible is the word written down by people, 
inspired by their spiritual experience of God’s love and guidance. But the Bible is also shaped by the 
time and place of its authors. Paul’s letters are dealing with specific issues in specific congregations. 
Some of those are very specific to the time and some are timeless. The challenge in our time is to dis-
cern which is which. 

When we say our foundation is the crucified Christ, then it changes our proclamation and it changes 
how we are as Jesus’ followers. No longer can we act from a place of human understanding of power. 
No longer can we argue from a position of moral or intellectual superiority. Instead, we come from a 
position in which we stand with a wounded, bleeding and suffering God. It really boils down to letting 
go of our own agendas and getting on board with God’s. 

That should shape how we deal with conflicts in the church, in our families and in the political realm in 
several ways. But how do we get on board with God’s agenda? 

First, we have to admit that the best thinking of the best and brightest…the religious and government 
leaders…in the first century Roman Empire put God on a cross. When we are sure we have all the an-
swers, we need to consider the possibility that we will in some form do it again. Reading…and acting…
through the lens of the cross brings us to a place of profound humility. 

Second, we can rely on the teachings of Jesus. We can find them in the gospels. Here are some of the 
more helpful when we want to discern how to live as Jesus people – including handling conflict. 
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November Helpers 

Cleaners—George and Judy Nygren 

Lectors—Rines/Fox 

Communion Asst.—Carol Mintzmeyer 

Ushers—Gary Otto/Gail Otto 

https://www.facebook.com/Zion-Lutheran-Church-ELCA-134634159919466/
https://www.zionithaca.org/


 

November Calendar 

November 3 9:00 am—Worship with Holy Communion—All Saints Sunday 

  9:45 am—Sunday School 

  11:30 am—Adult Ed 

November 10 9:30 am—Worship at South Haven in Wahoo. No worship at Zion 

November 17 9:00 am—Worship 

  9:45—Sunday school 

  11:30 am—Adult Ed 

November 24 9:00 am—Worship 

  11:30—Adult Ed 

    

Church for the Sake of the World 

 

Our older Sunday school class made bags with needed school supplies and other items for children 
affected by Hurrican Dorian. They used part of our Celebrate grant from Immanuel Vision Foundation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

36 “Teacher, which commandment in the law is the greatest?” 37 [Jesus] said to him, “‘You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ 38 This is the greatest and first commandment. 39 And a second is like it: ‘You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the law and the 
prophets.” (Matthew 22:36-40) 

“You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ But I say 
to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be chil-
dren of your Father in heaven; for he makes his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and on the unrighteous. (Matthew 5:43-45 – this is part of the 
Sermon on the Mount…Matthew 5 – 7…all of which is helpful) 

Care for the sick, the hungry, the thirsty, the poor, the prisoner, the foreigner: ‘Truly I tell you, 
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to 
me.’ 

The parable of the Prodigal Son – Luke 15:11-32 

As Jesus’ followers, I believe we are called to a ministry of peace, forgiveness and reconciliation. Hav-
ing the crucified and risen Christ as our foundation, I hope we can lead the way as we navigate the 
truly difficult waters of conflict and division that are so prominent in our culture today. 

Christ’s peace, 

Pastor Kris 

Nebraska Synod Prison Ministry News 

Freed for Life is a primary fund-raiser for the Nebraska Synod’s prison ministries. It’s coming up No-
vember 10 at Sheridan Lutheran Church. Doors open at 5 pm with exhibitor booths of various prison 
ministries set up. These ministries are very important. Pastor Kris has a table at the Freed for Life 
dinner with space for 6 people. Talk to her if you would like to go. 

The Nebraska Synod ministries include Followers of Christ, a congregation within the walls of the 
penitentiary; Bridges to Hope, an organization that helps people with what they need to transition 
from prison to community life; and FEAST—a ministry at Our Saviour’s Lutheran that brings folks 
from Community Corrections for worship and a meal each Sunday. FEAST also has other programs to 
help formerly incarcerated people transition successfully. 

Also, Bridges to Hope is looking for people who are willing to be monthly donors, even if a small 
amount. That will improve their eligibility for certain grants. 

Followers of Christ has called a new pastor—Pastor Rob Corum. I hope to get a group to attend wor-
ship there early in 2020. 

 

 

 


