
 

GOOD TIDINGS FROM ZION      November 2017 

 

Encounter Christ...Grow in faith…Love as Christ loved...Tell the Story  

Being Jesus-y 

A pastor colleague posted something on her Facebook page that has stuck with me. She said, “I'm 

convinced public schools need chaplains. Not to talk about Jesus but to just be Jesus-y. The kind of 

Jesus who appreciates a knock-knock joke.” 

Just be Jesus-y.  Although I already had my sermon written by the time I saw it, as I think about the 

new reformation the church in our time and place needs, that’s a good way to sum it up – the 

church needs to be Jesus-y.  And by that I mean church people, in their everyday life, need to be Je-

sus-y.  

I’m sure that some of the most vocal Christians believe they are being Jesus-y, but too often they 

sound more Pharisee-y. When Christianity becomes a rigid checklist of things you have to believe to 

be saved, it has pretty much gone back to the Medieval church Luther railed against…and to the reli-

gion Jesus challenged. 

So what would it look like for a Christian to be more Jesus-y? I’ll give my answer, but you can come 

up with your own. The best way to know is to read one of the gospels, preferably over a fairly short 

period of time…I find Mark and Luke the easiest to read, but any of the four will work. As you read, 

write down the things Jesus did.  When Jesus spoke harshly, to whom was he speaking? What was 

his approach to certain types of people? 

Here’s my list (from Luke) and in some cases, what it might look like for us to be Jesus-y: 

He healed people…lots of them. He made them whole. We may not all be involved directly in 

healing, but we pray for the sick, we can visit them, we can give to the healing ministries of 

our church, we can work to create a barrier-free world for people with disabilities. What 

are some other ways you can think of? 

He preached good news to the poor – and that good news wasn’t that they just had to suck it 

up here because they would go to heaven when they die. The good news was that God’s 

kingdom had come near and things were going to change for them 

He forgave people, even the ones who abandoned him at the end 

He challenged religious authority when it burdened people. Although healing on the Sabbath was 

against the religious law, Jesus did it anyway…because healing trumps the letter of the law 

He hung out with tax collectors and sinners…people who were shunned by others and who 

good Jews weren’t supposed to hang out with 

He ate and drank with all kinds of people 

He said challenging things like love your enemies; if someone strikes you turn the other cheek; 

give to everyone who begs; you can’t serve both God and wealth; and do not judge. 

         (continued) 
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October Calendar 

November 5 9:00 am—Worship with Holy Communion—Blessing of quilters 

  9:45 am—Sunday School 

  9:45—By Heart, adult small group study 

November 12 9:00 am—Worship—Blessing for veterans, those serving in the military, law enforce
         ment and criminal justice, fire fighters 

  2:15 pm—Worship at South Haven 

November 19 9:00 am—Worship 

  9:45 am—Sunday School 

  9:45 am—By Heart Adult Small Group Study 

November 26 9:00 am—Worship  

 

 

 

November Helpers 

Cleaners—Judy and George Nygren 

Lectors—Fox/Rine 

Ushers—George G. Nygren/Ivan Bergman   

 

 

 

(continued from page 1) 

He cast out demons 

He fed people 

He preached and taught about God’s kingdom and what it was like in terms that made sense to the 
people in his world 

He trained his disciples to preach the good news of God’s kingdom and sent them out to tell others 

He blessed little children 

He prayed…often 

His harsh words were virtually all directed at the religious leaders, not the beleaguered ordinary peo-
ple  

He gave his life for the sake of the world 

What would our world be like if all Christians were Jesus-y? What can you do each day to be more Jesus-y? 

In Christ,  

Pastor Kris 

 Blessings Schedule 

Every year, we do a Back to School Blessing—we bless and pray for kids, teachers and school workers as 

they begin their school year. But why not bless other occupations as well? As baptized followers of Jesus 

Christ, we live out 90 % of our baptismal vocation in activities that aren’t directly related to our church. In 

fact, that’s really what it means to be the Church in the world. We’ll continue to bless all your work. I’ve 

added a new one on April 22 since I first published this. 

Take a look at the calendar and plan to be here for your blessing! And if something is missing, please let 

Pastor Kris know.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nov. 5—Quilts, quilters 

Nov. 12—Military, law enforcement/criminal 

    justice, firefighters 

Dec. 3—Finance, insurance, banking 

Dec. 17—Arts, floral, beauticians 

Jan. 7—Information technology/computer 

Feb. 11—Maintenance, grounds keepers, waste  

 management 

Mar. 4—Manufacturing, shipping, utilities 

Mar. 18—Construction, trades (plumbing, electri-

 cian, HVAC, etc.) 

Apr. 8—Retail, sales, human resources 

Apr. 22—Cooks, caterers, food service workers 

May 13—Parents, grandparents 


