
 

GOOD TIDINGS FROM ZION      August 2017 

 

Encounter Christ...Grow in faith…Love as Christ loved...Tell the Story  

Ordinary Time 

The last several months of my life have been anything but ordinary. Before Erica’s wedding in June, 

we had months of planning and dreaming. We’ve had showers and trips from Chicago to Nebraska 

for Erica’s dress fittings. We celebrated the big day during a wonderful weekend in Chicago. We 

topped it off with a Nebraska reception at the end of July. 

Having a child find love and marry a wonderful person is one of the top ten life experiences. The 

best thing about the whole wedding weekend was seeing them so happy. 

Anything but ordinary. Now it’s all over and I’m struggling a bit to get back to ordinary. 

Ordinary time in the Church is the time between Epiphany and Lent, and the time between Pente-

cost and Christ the King Sunday, the week before Advent. Ordinary time falls between the “big 

events” – Lent/Holy Week and Advent/Christmas. 

Ordinary time is where much of the work of the church gets done…because ordinary time is 

when ordinary life happens. 

Part of the work of the Church is to celebrate the big occasions – incarnation, resurrection, bap-

tisms, and weddings. It’s easy to sense God’s presence in the special holy days of the church year. 

The joy of weddings, births, Christmas and Easter bring us to praise and thank God. 

The lows of Lent, Good Friday and the struggle and death we experience in our lives bring to the 

forefront the Church’s ministry of care and prayer and walking alongside those who suffer to the 

forefront. Heartbroken, we find nowhere to turn but to God. 

But ordinary time…that’s when I find it the most difficult to feel that connection to God. Ordinary 

time is the time of ordinary tasks…going to work every day and doing what we are called to do…

raising children or caring for elderly parents…cleaning house and going to the grocery store…

walking the dog…tending to marriages and friendships. 

Vocation is the key word here…or vocation as baptized Christians is made up mostly of ordinary 

time and ordinary tasks. Understanding our very ordinary tasks as the way we love and serve 

God’s world can help create a more spiritual connection to God in ordinary time. 

In ordinary time, it can be easy to let prayer and devotional practices slide. But then ordinary time 

can sometimes become dreary time. As I struggle to get repositioned in ordinary time, those devo-

tional practices and an awareness that I’m doing God’s work in the most ordinary of tasks are the 

keys to a rich and hopeful ordinary time. 

In Christ, Pastor Kris 

          

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

589 County Rd. 13 

Ithaca, NE  68033 

 



 

August Calendar 

August 6 9:00 am—Worship with Holy Communion 

August 13 

August 20 No Worship—we will have a brief prayer service before the BBQ 

  Annual Pork BBQ 

August 27 9:00 am—Worship 

 

Looking Ahead 

Sunday School will begin on September 10. 

 

 

Upcoming Area Reformation 500 Events 

Movie—Martin Luther: The Idea that Change the World August 9 at 7:30 pm at the Edgewood Thea-

tre, 56th and Highway 2 in Lincoln 

Catholic/Lutheran Prayer Service—on September 11th at 7 pm at Kountze Memorial Lutheran 

Church in Omaha there will be a prayer service hosted by the Nebraska Synod ELCA and the Roman 

Catholic Archdiocese of Omaha. 

Reformation Commemoration Service—Bishop Maas of the Nebraska Synod and Bishop Prois of the 

Western Iowa Synod will lead an ecumenical service on October 29 from 2—5 pm at St. John’s Parish 

on the campus of Creighton University 

Lincoln Area 500th Anniversary Reformation Service Monday October 30 at 7:30 pm at Southwood 

Lutheran Church just south of 40th Street and Yankee Hill Road. 

 

 

 

Reformation 500—By Heart Adult Small Group Study 

Besides preaching through Luther’s Small Catechism in the coming year, we will also offer an opportunity 

for adults in a small group to delve deeper into the Small Catechism and what it means for life today. A 

seven week study called By Heart will be offered during the Sunday school hour on the first and third 

Sundays of the month (except for September which will be the second and fourth Sunday.)  

The study is open to everyone. Anyone who enjoys learning—or even if you just feel you should learn 

more—is welcome. There is no requirement for you to be especially knowledgeable or well-versed in 

either the Catechism or the Bible—the whole purpose is to learn. Parents looking for a way to spend 

that time while your kids are in Sunday school are welcome. I’m still working on details—the study will 

be led by a facilitator. 

  

 

August Helpers 

Cleaners/Communion set-up—Harvey and Carol Mintzmeyer 

Lectors—Nygrens 

Ushers—Rick McKinley/Harvey Mintzmeyer 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Information 

Pastor Kris Bohac—786 5270 or 499 4993 

 krisbo90@gmail.com 

President Charlie Rine—402.261.4772 

Facebook—Zion Lutheran Church ELCA 

Website—www.zionithaca.org 

 

 

 


