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Encounter Christ...Grow in faith…Love as Christ loved...Tell the Story  

Is the Resurrection for Real?  

I recently had an encounter with a mom whose teenager was faced with articulating her faith in a class. 

What exactly did she believe? And why?! Our tradition isn’t really in “the Bible says it, I believe it, that 

settles it” camp.  And honestly, that’s not a particularly good argument for an increasingly skeptical 

world. Then how do we articulate what we believe…and why we believe it?   

Let’s start with Jesus.  And specifically, since this month we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

let’s start there.  We confess in our faith that we believe Jesus was God become human. Jesus claimed 

God as Father and that father/son relationship helps us grasp the loving relationship within the Trinity.  

But incarnation means that the eternal God, the Cosmic Christ, the Spirit that blew over the waters of 

creation crashed into our world as a human baby, born into the world the way we all are, at a specific 

time and place. 

He came with a mission – a mission of grace and love the world rejected.   That mission got him killed.  

The resurrection then was God’s vindication of Jesus and his mission.  Pretty much everything we believe 

hinges on Christ’s resurrection, arguably the hardest thing of all to believe. 

Can we prove the resurrection? Well, no.  But the evidence is stronger than you might think.  We don’t 

have to jump right to “well you just have to accept it on faith.”  

Most of the evidence is in the Bible.  Now, already we have a problem, because many people dismiss the 

Bible entirely.  But there is no basis for doing that. We don’t dismiss other writings of the time as easily 

as people do the Bible. We’ll focus on the New Testament since that’s where Jesus shows up.    

The New Testament is not just one book – it was written by at least 11 different authors with different 

styles and genres of writing. Outside the four gospels. the book of Acts, and Revelation, most of the New 

Testament is made up of letters to specific churches trying to address specific issues. 

The four gospels are a unique type of writing that does not fall into any other literary type. The style is 

unlike legends and myths of the time. The Book of Acts is a kind of history of the early church. It is a bit 

whitewashed, but much of it is corroborated by Paul’s letters. 

So why should we believe all of it isn’t just made up? And what about the differences in the gospel ac-

counts of the Resurrection? Doesn’t that mean it didn’t happen? 
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Service – For some people, this is the only doorway into the faith practices.  In Matthew 25, Jesus 

said when we serve “the least of these” – the stranger, the poor, the prisoner, the sick – we are 

doing so to Jesus.  We encounter Jesus in these unlikely and maybe even annoying or frightening 

people.  This needs to be about more than serving to make ourselves feel good – it needs to be 

serving out of genuine compassion – a willingness to suffer with.  Because when that compassion 

comes over us, we realize that we have been in the presence of God, and are driven back to 

prayer. For others, people the practice of contemplative prayer leads to a deeper sense of com-

passion and solidarity with others.  They are then led in to service.   

May your Lent be blessed by the experience of Christ’s revelation. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Kris 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

589 County Rd. 13 

Ithaca, NE  68033 



 

March Calendar 

April 2        9:00 am—Worship with Holy Communion 

  9:45 am—Sunday School  

April 6   6:00 pm—Lent midweek worship at Bethlehem 

April 9  9:00 am—Palm Sunday Worship with Procession of Palms and Holy Communion 

April 13  6:00 pm—Maundy Thursday with Holy Communion at Bethlehem 

  7:30 pm—Maundy Thursday with Holy Communion at Zion 

April 14  6:30 pm—Good Friday worship at Bethlehem 

April 17  9:00 am—Easter Breakfast 

  10:15—Easter Worship 

April 23  9:00 am—Worship 

April 30  9:00 am—Sunday School-in-Worship 

 

March Helpers 
 Cleaners—Megan Patent-Nygren and George Nygren 

 Lectors—Nygrens 

 Ushers—George C. Nygren, Marlin Otto 

 

 

 

 

Lent Project 

Remember to bring your items for Clinic with a Heart. We’ll be taking items to the clinic after Easter.  

Cash donations are welcome as well. 

       

 

 

Contact Information 
Pastor Kris Bohac—786 5270 or 499 4993 
 krisbo90@gmail.com 
President Charlie Rine—402.261.4772 
Facebook—Zion Lutheran Church ELCA 
Website—www.zionithaca.org 

Resurrection—continued 

What is the evidence that what the New Testament says happened to Jesus really happened? 

The New Testament had at least 11 authors.  It does not appear they all knew each other, they didn’t 
all understand what Jesus did in exactly the same way and in fact the Bible itself tells of some 
heated arguments. However they all agree that Jesus was crucified by the Romans and was 
raised three days later.  

Some of the New Testament would have been written when there were still eyewitnesses alive.  The 
degree of collaboration among authors and witnesses to produce a made-up story seems harder 
to believe than that they were all writing independently about something that actually hap-
pened. 

None of the people who wrote what is now the New Testament were Christian before they encoun-
tered Jesus.  This may seem like a stupidly obvious statement, but it was their encounter with 
Jesus or his followers that convinced them that Jesus was who he claimed to be and that in the 
resurrection, God said so too. The early church arose and grew within a very short time after Je-
sus’ death and resurrection – almost immediately.  That is difficult to explain on the basis of a 
made-up story, or even a legend or myth. Legends and myths usually go back into some shadowy 
past and can’t really be given a date. Jesus’ resurrection can within a year or two. 

Several of Jesus’ followers met death as martyrs. The most reliable account is the death of Jesus’ 
brother, James. The account of his death is found in the Bible, but also in the works of Josephus, 
a Jewish historian of the time. James knew what really happened to Jesus.  Although not impos-
sible, it’s hard to imagine dying a martyr’s death for a made-up story 

There are inconsistencies in the details of the gospels – to me this reflects real people telling a real 
story.  They may remember some of the details differently, or frankly they may alter some de-
tails to fit their understanding of what happened, but again they all give the same basic account 
of Jesus’ death and resurrection. 

Nobody has ever claimed to see Jesus’ body beyond the burial 

I have a longer document that outlines evidence in more detail if anyone is interested. 

I believe the resurrection really happened.  Ultimately none of the evidence reaches the level of proof, 

so  faith has to take us beyond what the evidence shows.  Faith isn’t something I’ve somehow conjured 

up for myself.  My years of experience with the one whom I believe is God have given me a faith that is 

solid. It isn’t one for me that has been totally without doubt, but it is one that so far has always in the 

end come around to, “OK, I’m sold.” 

Next month we’ll deal with “What difference does the resurrection make?” 

God’s Peace, 

 Pastor Kris 


