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An Ancient Advent 
 
 

 
 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P: We begin our worship in the name of the + Triune God 

C: O Lord, who hast mercy upon all, take away from me my sins, 
and mercifully kindle in me the fire of thy Holy Spirit. 
Take away from me the heart of stone, 
and give me a heart of flesh, 
a heart to love and adore thee, 
a heart to delight in thee, 
to follow and to enjoy thee, 
for Christ's sake.  (Ambrose of Milan, c 339-397) 

P:  We know that our old self was crucified with Christ so that the body 
of sin might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to 
sin. 7 For whoever has died is freed from sin. 8 But if we have died with 
Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 We know that Christ, 
being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has 
dominion over him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but 
the life he lives, he lives to God. 11 So you also must consider yourselves 
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. (The Apostle Paul, c. 60 AD, 
Romans 6) 



Gathering Hymn     Come Now O Prince of Peace       ELW 247 

Greeting 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the 

communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all 

C: And also with you 
Reflective Hymn  The Oxyrhynchus Hymn 

The Oxyrhyncus Hymn is the oldest Christian hymn for which we have 
both words and musical notation. It’s from the 3rd Century AD. The 

language is Greek – here is an English translation 
Let the world be silent Let not the stars shine their lights 
Calm the winds, silence the rivers 
Let all praise the Father, the Son and the Holy spirit 
Let all sing together Amen, Amen. 
Let kings bow, and God receive the glory! 

The sole giver of good things, Amen Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

We beseech thee, Master, to be our helper and protector. 
Save the afflicted among us; have mercy on the lowly; 
raise up the fallen; appear to the needy; heal the ungodly; 
restore the wanderers of thy people; 
feed the hungry; ransom our prisoners; 
raise up the sick; comfort the faint-hearted. Amen 
(Clement of Rome, 1st Century) 
Narrative Reading: Isaiah 9:1-7 

But there will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 
time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 
Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, 
the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 2The people who 
walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land of 
deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the 
nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at 
the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of 
their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their 
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all the boots 
of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be 
burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given 
to us; authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful 
Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His 



authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless peace for 
the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it 
with justice and with righteousness from this time onward and 
forevermore. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this. 
Accompanying Gospel: John 8:12 
12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. 
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness but will have the light 
of life.” 
Children’s sermon 

Sermon        

Hymn of the Day      Come Thou Long Expected Jesus       ELW 254 

Apostle’s Creed            
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On the 
third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the 
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the 
dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
Prayers of Intercession  
Exchange of Peace  
P: The peace of Christ be with you all 
R: And also with you. 

Please share the peace with one another  
Offering 
Offertory           Create in Me      ELW 186 
Offertory Prayer       
Let us pray, 
God, it is your will to continually shower us with blessings. Take out of 
our abundance and supply the needs of those who have very little. Help 
us to be the fulfillment of your promises to them. Bless these gifts to 
your good purpose. Amen. 
Lord’s Prayer       

Benediction 
Deep peace of the running wave to you, 
Deep peace of the flowing air to you, 



Deep peace of the quiet earth to you, 
Deep peace of the shining stars to you, 
Deep peace of the Son of Peace to you, forever. 
(Source unknown - early Scottish) 
        
Sending Hymn       Jesus Shall Reign           ELW 434 
Dismissal   
Go in peace to love God and your neighbor. 
Thanks be to God.    
 
 
Announcements 
 
Christmas Program – Dec. 19 during worship. 
 
Advent Evening Prayer (Vespers) - This will be at 6 pm at Bethlehem on 
the Wednesdays of Advent ( Dec. 1, 8, 15, and 22.) It will be in person 
and also livestreamed to the church Facebook page – if you haven’t 
already liked it, look for Bethlehem Lutheran Church – Davey. Submit 
prayer requests using the box in the alcove or send them to me via text, 
email, or Messenger. 
 
Prayers for An Ancient Advent come from faithandworship.com 
 
Our Advent theme is Hope: 

Isaiah 9:1-7 – Hope for the Future 

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-14 – Hope in the Moment 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 – Hope When There is None 

Isaiah 55:1-3 and John 1:1-18 – Hope in the Word 

  

 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 



 


