
 

GOOD TIDINGS FROM ZION      September 2017 

 

Encounter Christ...Grow in faith…Love as Christ loved...Tell the Story  

Divisions 

Tonight Daryl and I sat on our front porch having a glass of wine. The neighbors across the street 
from us were having a party that seemed to be a celebration of some sort of family event, not un-
like the reception we had for Erica and her new husband, Chris, a few weeks ago.  

As I sat out there enjoying the evening, I was reminded of a walk I took in this neighborhood five 
years ago. We didn’t live here then. That walk was just after Erica and I got back from Tanzania. 
That trip totally changed her life and her perspective of the world and its people. Instead of finding 
some way to make dance her life’s work, she became a social worker. 

For part of that trip, we stayed in a house in Kimangaro, on the slopes of Mt. Kilimanjaro.  By stand-
ards of Tanzania it was very nice. The floor was concrete and all the walls painted. But it had no 
plumbing and no kitchen. All our meals were cooked over an open fire in an outdoor cook shack. 
The loo was outside and although they put a toilet over the hole to disguise it, it was still just a 
hole. The bath was three buckets – one with warm water, one with cold, and one to mix them in. 
Mostly we just washed off a bit of the grime and waited until we got back to Moshi and the Luther-
an Uhuru Hotel to really shower. 

The trip perhaps didn’t change my life as much as it did Erica’s, but it did have an impact. Both of 
us were connected to the people of Tanzania in a way that would leave us marked forever. 

The walk I remembered tonight happened maybe two days after we got back. I walked from our 
old house into the Evandale development of Waverly. The contrast between Kimangaro Parish and 
that neighborhood was stark…and devastating. I remember seeing the new houses being built 
there and even though they’re not mansions by any stretch, I thought “Why, three houses in the 
village of Kimangaro could fit in one of these houses!” 

I now live in one of those houses. Although our neighborhood isn’t super wealthy, there aren’t 
poor people here either. 

The Tanzanians are rich in many ways, spiritually and relationally – in some ways they are richer 
than we are. But they have to think about things I really don’t if I don’t want to. I’ve never had to 
worry about malaria, bad water, hunger or inadequate housing like the Tanzanians. I’ve not had to 
worry about the things that people in poverty in this country do. 

And I’ve never had to worry about the color of my skin affecting my life or the life of my kids. Sadly, 
there are a lot of mothers in our country for whom that is not true. They do have to worry about it.  
They have to teach their children how to simply stay alive in a world that does not value them. 
Even in Lincoln, the income gap between whites and African Americans is startling. People of color 
in our country live every day with a reality that is so very different from what I know. 
          (continued on pg. 2) 
 

          

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

589 County Rd. 13 

Ithaca, NE  68033 

Contact Information 

Pastor Kris Bohac—786 5270 or 499 4993 

 krisbo90@gmail.com 

President Charlie Rine—402.261.4772 

Facebook—Zion Lutheran Church ELCA 

Website—www.zionithaca.org 

September Helpers 

Cleaners—Cindy and Jerry Otto 

Lectors—Merlin and Marcia Fick 

Ushers—Jerry Otto, Russell Brust 



 

September Calendar 

September 3 9:00 am—Worship with Holy Communion 

September 10  9:00 am—Worship 

  9:45 am—Sunday School 

  9:45—By Heart, adult small group study 

September 17 9:00 am—Worship 

September 24 9:00 am—Worship 

  9:45 am—Sunday School 

  9:45 am—By Heart Adult Small Group Study  

October  1 9:00 am—Worship with Holy Communion 

  9:45 am—Sunday School 

  9:45 am—By Heart 

 

 

Upcoming Area Reformation 500 Events 

Catholic/Lutheran Prayer Service—on September 11th at 7 pm at Kountze Memorial Lutheran 

Church in Omaha there will be a prayer service hosted by the Nebraska Synod ELCA and the Roman 

Catholic Archdiocese of Omaha. 

Reformation Commemoration Service—Bishop Maas of the Nebraska Synod and Bishop Prois of the 

Western Iowa Synod will lead an ecumenical service on October 29 from 2—5 pm at St. John’s Parish 

on the campus of Creighton University 

Lincoln Area 500th Anniversary Reformation Service Monday October 30 at 7:30 pm at Southwood 

Lutheran Church just south of 40th Street and Yankee Hill Road. 

 

 

 

(continued from page 1) 

I wish I lived in a more diverse neighborhood. It bothers me that I don’t have the opportunity to be in 
relationship with people who are so very different from me in my neighborhood. And I don’t know what 
to do about it. 

God loves us all equally. I don’t think many Christians would disagree with that. But it’s pretty clear we 
don’t love equally. Jesus must have known that.  In the synagogue, Jesus was tested by a man who asked 
“What is the greatest commandment?” Jesus answered, “The greatest is to love God with all your heart, 
mind and soul. And the second is like it. Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

The man asked, “Who is my neighbor?” Jesus responded with the parable of the Good Samaritan. See 
nobody in Jesus’ community believe there was such a thing as a “good” Samaritan. 

I suppose we will always find things to divide us.  I sincerely hope the day will come in my lifetime when 
it’s not the color of our skin. The first step toward that is to admit that it still does…to not minimize and 
not ask why people of color can’t be happy with the progress that has been made. Once we’ve admitted 
that the problem is not gone,  we can ask the next question…what do we do about it? 

In Christ,  

Passtor Kris 

 

 Back to the Basics  

 

Maybe you grew up Lutheran. If so, you likely experienced Martin Luther’s Small Catechism as the foun-
dation for your confirmation class. But maybe your enthusiasm in junior high wasn’t great and now you 
wish you knew more. Or maybe you’ve forgotten it. 

 

Maybe you didn’t grow up Lutheran and wonder what it’s all about...what do Luther-
ans believe about God and the Bible? 

 

Maybe you don’t have much of a background in the basics of faith to begin with and 
feel like a trip through the basics would be helpful in your faith and life today. 

 

Well, you are in luck because we are going to work our way through the Small Cate-
chism through a sermon series and educational opportunity.   

 

Here’s something else—you may know someone who is also unsure of this whole faith thing….someone 
who is curious, or maybe even seeking, but not a part of a church. This is a perfect chance to invite 
them—to say, “Hey, if you want to know more, come to my church. We’re going to be getting back to 
the basics. You can learn with us.” 

 

 


