
 

GOOD TIDINGS FROM ZION      May 2017 

 

Encounter Christ...Grow in faith…Love as Christ loved...Tell the Story  

Heaven is not our home 

Heaven is not our home. These words fly in the face of contemporary American Christianity, particularly 
non-mainline Christianity.  Notice that I say contemporary.  Much of what American Christians hold as 
traditional beliefs are relative latecomers to the understanding of Christ’s work, although some have 
their origins in medieval Roman Catholic theology.   

The brand of Christianity I’m talking about holds that we are just temporary dwellers on earth, awaiting 
our final reward of being whisked off to heaven after death (or in some traditions, after the rapture.)  It’s 
accompanied by the belief that Jesus’ death was necessary because God was really angry about sin…so 
angry someone had to die. But Jesus died in our place so that if we believe in him, we’ll go…or maybe 
even just our souls will go…to heaven when we die.  That strand of Christianity also chooses to read the 
book of Revelation a particular way and comes to the conclusion that this world, including those who 
don’t believe the right things or act the right way, is destined for destruction. 

I’m going to say something you may think is heresy…I don’t believe much of any of that is true…or even 
particularly biblical.  And that has enormous implications for why Jesus’ resurrection really does matter. 

Here’s why I don’t believe this common contemporary American understanding of Christ’s work and 
some of how I (and others) understand that work: 

God’s investment in this creation…this world…is enormous. God created this world out of love. Gen-
esis 1 reflects God’s utter delight with creation, and Genesis 2 reflects the intimacy of the rela-
tionship between God and his human creatures. The greater arc of the biblical story seems 
pretty clear to me that God’s plan is redemption of that beloved world, not destruction.  Wasn’t 
that really the promise to Noah?  

The promise to Abraham that, through his descendants, all the world would be blessed hardly seems 
to be a harbinger of future destruction of that world. 

The pattern of death and resurrection happens over and over in the Bible…from creation to new cre-
ation.  Destruction is what sin and evil bring about.  God’s work is to enter in to that evil and 
transform it…and transform us…to conform to God’s will for creation. Salvation is transfor-
mation not escape. 

Incarnation…God becoming true flesh and blood human…reflects a deep love and longing for com-
munion with God’s beloved but flawed creatures.  It’s hard to jive that with a God whose wrath 
is murderous. Even the Old Testament God in many places is deeply conflicted and torn between 
wrath and broken-hearted anguish.   

Jesus’ death was not something God demanded, although they both knew it was inevitable for God’s 

purpose to be achieved.  The death of God is what happens when unfathomable, self-emptying 

divine love meets a people who wishes to be their own gods on their own terms. 

         (continued on page 2) 
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May Calendar 

May 7        9:00 am—Worship with Holy Communion 

  9:45 am—Sunday School  

May 14  9:00 am—Worship—Ministry Appreciaition 

May 20  8:00 am—Bike-A-Thon 

May 21  9:00 am—Worship 

  9:45—Last Sunday of Sunday school 

  2:15 pm—Worship at South Haven 

May 28  9:00 am—Worship 

 

 

May Helpers 
 Cleaners—Cathy Hartshorn 

 Lectors—McKinley/Hartshorn 

 Ushers—Aaron Nygren/Harvey Mintzmeyer 

 

CHURCH FOR THE SAKE OF THE WORLD 

Here’s that quote again from Tom Wright: God is saving the world through us, the one 
united holy church.” 

By the Holy Spirit unleashed, the church is created and called to be a bearer of resurrection life to 
the world.  We do that in many ways—by our public worship, proclamation of the gospel, and 
prayer; by our individual acts of kindness and reconciliation; and by serving our communities 
through our paid and unpaid work. Some of us have engaged with the political process in an an-
swer to what we believe is our call as Christians—to care and speak for the most vulnerable, 
whose voices are often not heard.  

 

As a body, specifically Christ’s body, we’ve also done some pretty good resurrection work together 
this year.  Here’s a breakdown of ways we’ve served together since August: 

 Gave from our BBQ proceeds to the Mead and Wahoo Backpack program 

 We’re giving $50 monthly to the Saunders County Food Pantry 

 Several of us went to the Freed for Life dinner in November 

 We collected $110 and two bags of wish-list items for Clinic with a Heart 

 We’ve given money to Mosaic and Oaks Indian Mission  through Christmas, Lent and Holy Week 
offerings 

Bridges to Hope Bike-A-Thon—ride or sponsor Team Bethlehem/Zion. Registrations and a 

sponsorship form are on the narthex table. 

Jesus’ resurrection is a crushing defeat to the evil that tempts us to follow our own schemes and de-

signs to be god and kill anything that gets in our way.  In the resurrection, divine love wins over 

human hatred. 

Jesus’ resurrection represents the victory of the Kingdom of God and establishes Jesus’ rule “on 

earth as it is in heaven.”   

The death and resurrection of Jesus and his enthronement at the right hand of God is the final act of 

God’s faithfulness to those people he created and made a promise to long ago 

Jesus talked about the coming of the kingdom of God, not our escape to it.  The book of Revelation 

ends with the New Jerusalem coming down from heaven.  The kingdom of God is not some other 

place…it is the final joining of heaven and earth in a new and redeemed creation. The creation 

we are living in here and now is already a part of that and will continue to be as that new crea-

tion unfolds. 

The physical resurrection of Jesus as the first born of the New Creation means that life doesn’t end 

with our souls going to heaven when we die, although scripture does support that as sort of a 

temporary dwelling place until the final big event. We would not need Jesus if all this was only 

about our souls going to heaven.  That is more Greek than Jewish or Christian. 

The final big event is the resurrection of the dead to new life in the fully redeemed New Creation.   

The way God is bringing about the fulfillment of that New Creation (the Kingdom of God) is through 

the body, called, gathered and formed by the Holy Spirit, to be the Church.  That changes every-

thing about our understanding of the church’s mission.  Here is how Rev. Dr. N.T. Wright puts it: 

“The mission of the church is nothing more or less than the outworking, in the power of the 

Spirit, of Jesus' bodily resurrection. It is the anticipation of the time when God will fill the 

earth with his glory, transform the old heavens and earth into the new, and raise his chil-

dren from the dead to populate and rule over the redeemed world he has made. 

God is saving the world through us, the one united holy church.” 

Some of this may surprise you.  The contemporary American theology is deeply entrenched, even in our 

Lutheran circles.  But what I’ve laid out is based on an understanding that the whole arc of the biblical 

story tells us that the incarnation, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ is God’s final act of faithfulness 

to the promise first made to Abraham…that through him and his descendants, all of the world would be 

blessed…a promise which put into words what God has been doing since the dawn of time.    God’s 

peace,  Pastor Kris 


