
 

GOOD TIDINGS FROM ZION      January 2017 

 

Encounter Christ...Grow in faith…Love as Christ loved...Tell the Story  

2016 In Review 

 

My January newsletter article is always my “Year in Review” article.  Partly this is informational. But it’s 
also a spiritual practice.  In spirituality terms it’s called an “examen.” Besides just recording events, it’s 
worth noting which things produced the most energy and which things fell flat.  In spirituality terms those 
highs and lows are also called “consolations and desolations.”  They can be an indicator of where the Holy 
Spirit is leading…and where she is not.  So, without further ado, 2016 in review. 

Worship 

We’re on our fourth year of using the Narrative Lectionary as our worship texts.  As our kids get older, I 
hope to be able to have them serve in worship as much as possible. 

We continued to worship jointly with Grace and Zion on Epiphany and around the July 4 weekend. 

Faith Formation 

Sunday School – we have nine kids in Sunday school.  They continue to meet twice a month and 
their lessons follow the same scriptures we use in worship. 

Sunday School in Worship – Every time there is a fifth Sunday of the month, we’ve experimented 
with a whole congregation cross-generational worship/education experience.  I feel these have 
been successful, but there’s still some refining to be done. 

Women’s Group – the Bethlehem/Zion Women’s Group has been meeting monthly during the 
school year, except for December. We rotate homes, share some refreshments and learn together.  
We finished up “Simply Good News” last spring, studied Galatians in early fall and are now working 
on Ephesians 

Lent – Our Lent mid-week study was the book Meta-Moments: Transformational Encounters at Chris-
tianity’s Core.  Participation at Lent midweek continues to be solid, both in terms of numbers and 
depth of discussion 

People 

Baptism – Eli Gunnar Nygren was baptized on Nov. 13 
New Members – We received Harvey and Carol Mintzmeyer as new members on May 1. 

Giving  

We’ve given $4000 to help support the mission of the Nebraska Synod of the ELCA and the ELCA itself.  
The breakdown of where the Nebraska Synod money goes is shown in the report covers you got. 
The 54% that goes to the ELCA helps support their budget of about $90 million total. Almost ¾ of 
that goes directly back to congregations and synods for their missions, World Hunger, and other 
global missions. 

We gave $500 from the BBQ income to the Backpack Programs at Mead and Wahoo. 
Our Lent offerings went to Oaks Indian Mission 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

589 County Rd. 13 

Ithaca, NE  68033 



 

January Calendar 

January 1  9:00 am—Worship with Holy Communion 

January 8  10:15 am—Epiphany Worship at Grace 

January 15 9:00 am—Worship 

  8:45 am—Sunday School 

January 17 6:30 pm—Women’s Bible Study group 

January 22 9:00 am—Worship 

January 29 9:00 am—Sunday School-in-Worship: 3rd graders receive Bibles 

 

Sunday School-in-Worship 

January 29 is a 5th Sunday so it will be a Sunday School-in-Worship Sunday.  We will have two third 

graders—Isabel Wright and Gracie Hofmeister—who will receive Bibles.  For the message part of 

that Sunday, we will ask others in the congregation to bring their own Bible or a Bible that is special 

to them.  We will also ask folks who have a favorite Bible story to share what it is and why. 

This will be less involved than last time, because it’s also the annual meeting so we’ll want to keep it 

relatively short.  But I think it’s important for the kids to hear your experiences with the Bible. 

 
 
 

  January Helpers 
  

 Cleaners—Marilyn and Rick McKinley 

 Lectors—McKinley/Hartshorn 

 Ushers—Merlin Fick 

    Rick McKinley 

Contact Information 
Pastor Kris Bohac—786 5270 or 499 4993 
 krisbo90@gmail.com 
President Charlie Rine—402.261.4772 
Facebook—Zion Lutheran Church ELCA 
Website—www.zionithaca.org 

Service 

During Lent we collected items for the Saunders County Food Pantry and a group of us took a field trip 
there to learn more about it. 

With Bethlehem we sponsored a table at the Freed for Life Dinner 
We worshipped with the folks at South Haven roughly quarterly 

Social Media/Online presence 

Facebook page – I’ve bought ads 2 or 3 times over the year.  They’re about $15 each time.  It definitely 
increases reach. I always post at least once a week and often twice.  It remains a good outreach 
tool.  Still a growing edge for me – I’m interested in hearing what people would like to see on our 
Facebook page 

I update the website weekly  
We experimented with a closed Facebook group for discussion during Lent – worked OK technically, and 

I think people used it to get the gist of the chapter, but there was no online discussion.  Have tried a 
couple of other times as well to get online discussion going. 

We got internet access at the church.  This has been especially useful for Sunday School 

Christ’s peace, 

Pastor Kris 

 

 Christmas Eve 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Thank you Isabel, Jackson, Anne and Henry for singing for us! 


