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Encounter Christ...Grow in faith…Love as Christ loved...Tell the Story  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

589 County Rd. 13 

Ithaca, NE  68033 

Contact Information 

Pastor Kris Bohac—402 499 4993 

 krisbo90@gmail.com 

President Charlie Rine—402.261.4772 

Facebook—Zion Lutheran Church ELCA 

Website—www.zionithaca.org 
Ministry Calling 

In March the Zion council held a council retreat to take a look at where we are as a congregation. Our 
conversation was formed around the ministry surveys I had people fill out, a values exercise, and a look 
at strengths and weaknesses. 

The ministry of the church has two arms – the ministry that you do in your everyday lives and the minis-
try we do as a congregation in our community. The goal of the retreat was kind of a check up to see 
how we are doing, and to create a space to generate some ideas. 

The ministry surveys indicated to me that you all have a pretty good understanding of what it means to 
be ministers in your daily life. The surveys indicated that the most important ways the church helps you 
in that ministry is by giving a weekly chance to keep centered and spirit-filled; the opportunity to be a 
part of an extended family; learning how to live out our faith and receiving encouragement to do that. 

Also considered important was the involvement of children in our church and some more community 
type activities and finding ways to serve together in some way. 

We also talked about strengths and weaknesses of our congregation and did a values exercise to deter-
mine our top four values. The top four values were tradition, family, community, and cooperation. 
Those also came up in a discussion of strengths and weaknesses. They also fit quite nicely with the ways 
those who filled out ministry surveys thought the church helped them in their ministry.  

In short, we seem to be living out pretty well what’s of value to us. 

Another strength we have is our financial well-being. That is a true gift because not all congregations 
can say that. 

Our biggest struggle is schedules that make it hard for the younger families to attend worship. 

On the whole, our congregation is healthy. The discussion at the retreat focused on finding some ways 
to further strengthen our sense of community and serving in the world beyond us 

So, here are some thoughts/ideas for the coming year or two that arose from our conversation: 

Lent project – some of the responses on ministry surveys had to do with helping the congrega-
tion look beyond themselves and help others in need. Hands on projects generally better 
help kids participate rather than just giving money. 
The basic idea for the Lent project is to do a purge – Lent can be a time of unburdening our-
selves and detaching from possessions. People will be invited to purge their homes of stuff 
they no longer need or use.  Kids in the family should be encouraged to go through their 
stuff as well. Items will be donated to appropriate ministries 
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April Helpers 

Cleaners—Megan Patent-Nygren and George Nygren 

Lectors—Nygrens 

Communion Assistant—Megan Patent-Nygren 

Ushers—George C. Nygren, Tyler Sudik 

https://www.facebook.com/Zion-Lutheran-Church-ELCA-134634159919466/
https://www.zionithaca.org/


 

April Calendar 

April 7  9:00 am—Worship with Holy Communion 

  9:45  am—Sunday school 

April 10  6:00 pm—Final Lent Midweek—bring an item from a trip you’ve taken 

April 14  9:00 am—Worship—Palm Sunday 

April 18  8::00 pm—Maundy  Thursday worship  

April 19  6:30 pm Good Friday Tenebrae service at Bethlehem  

April 21  9:00 am—Easter Breakfast 

  10:15 am—Easter Worship 

April 28  9:00 am—Worship 

   

Holy Week Schedule 

 

Palm Sunday—April 14 

Maundy Thursday—April 18—worship at 8:00 pm 

Good Friday—April 19—worship at 6:30 pm at Bethlehem 

Easter—April 21— Easter Breakfast at 9:00 am, Worship at 10:15 

 

Flood Relief 

The Nebraska Synod website has a flood page with lots of links for people who need help and 
people who want to help. If you’re interested in volunteering, you can check there or Pr. Kris 
is tentatively planning to volunteer, possibly at Fremont, the 27th of April. If you’re interest-
ed in joining, talk to Pr. Kris. Mostly it appears there are 
warehouse, distribution and administrative positions need-
ed, but also some clean up type jobs as well for people over 
18. 

 

 

 

 

Fishing event at Otto pond. Kids’ fishing contest, cookout. June 3 proposed. This supports our val-
ue of community. Inviting friends can extend sense of community to others around us.   

Technology outreach – We have a significant number of families who have schedules that don’t 
allow attendance every week. Facebook Live is one possibility. Also, given the amount of time 
people appear to spend in their vehicles, podcasts may be helpful 

As part of trying to begin some more shared ministry in our cluster of churches, I would like to 
invite  Mead and Malmo to our summer outdoor worship and picnic. I plan to go look at Carol 
and Harvey’s place and see if that would be a good place instead of at one of the churches. 

Briefly mentioned was the possibility of doing some kind of Halloween event/haunted house at 
Carol and Harvey’s 

Next year I would like to be a little more intentional about having the kids help in worship on a 
regular basis. We’ll work out some kind of schedule for being acolyte and if there are kids who 
would like to read the lessons we’ll work that out too. They can also help usher 

 
 

We are a healthy congregation and we do good work to build faith and learn how to live out that faith as 
disciples of Christ. I continue to be grateful to be a part of both Bethlehem and Zion. 
 
In Christ’s peace, 
 

Pastor Kris 
 
If you have ideas or items for the newsletter, please let me know. I’d be glad to put in things of im-
portance to you and your family, to our congregation and in the community around us.  


