
 

GOOD TIDINGS FROM ZION      June 2017 

 

Encounter Christ...Grow in faith…Love as Christ loved...Tell the Story  

All Space is Sacred Space 

For my newsletter articles since Easter, I’ve been focusing on the resurrection. In April, I laid out 
actual evidence that Jesus’ bodily resurrection really happened. The evidence is good, but it’s not 
proof. Faith picks up where evidence leaves off. 

In May, I began the conversation about what the resurrection means and the differences between 
what the arc of the biblical story says about that and what contemporary American theology says 
about that.  

Over the next two months, we’ll go a little more in depth about how that should affect our work as 
Christians and as the church.  The background for these articles comes from the work of Dr. N. T. 
Wright, a biblical scholar, prolific author and Anglican bishop.   

Belief that Jesus’ death and resurrection was for the purpose of redeeming this creation…the one 
that God so lovingly made…means that this earth is not just some temporary dwelling place. Here’s 
the quote from Dr. Wright I put it in my May newsletter: 

The kingdom of God is not some other place…it is the final joining of heaven and earth in a new 
and redeemed creation. The creation we are living in here and now is already a part of that 
and will continue to be as that new creation unfolds. 

How does it change things for us to believe that the world we’re living in is already a part of the 
New Creation…of the Kingdom of God…of heaven?  That this creation is not temporary but is in-
stead on its way to becoming the New Creation? And how does it change things for us to realize 
that the way that New Creation will unfold is through the work of the Holy Spirit in the church? 

This month I’ll talk about that idea in relationship to sacred space.  Next month we’ll deal with sa-
cred time. 

If what the Bible says about God’s redemption of this creation is true, and if this creation since Je-
sus’ resurrection is the beginning of the New Creation…God’s new Holy Land…then all space is sa-
cred space. 

We come to worship in sacred space. We hope to encounter God here of all places.  But worship is 
not a temporary escape from the outside world. True, it should refresh, renew, heal, nourish, in-
spire and strengthen, but then it should send us out into the sacred space of God’s unfolding New 
Creation, ready to roll up our sleeves and get to work. 

My paid job is working for the church. One of my other “jobs” is serving on the Waverly Planning 
Commission. In a world where all space is sacred space, the work we do there is also sacred work.  

 

         (continued next page) 
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June Calendar 

June 4        9:00 am—Worship with Holy Communion: Pentecost—Wear Red! 

June 11  9:00 am—Worship 

June 18  9:00 am—Worship 

June 25  9:00 am—Worship 

 

 

 

 

500th Anniversary of the Reformation 

October 31 of this year is the 500th Anniversary of the date Martin Luther nailed the 95 Theses to the 

Wittenburg Castle door, noting the beginning of the Reformation.  Next year, I plan to preach through 

Luther’s Small Catechism, and its scriptural foundation. 

 

There will be various larger celebrations in the ELCA and the Nebraska Synod.  What ideas do you 

have? How would you like to observe this event? Please share any thoughts you have with Pastor Kris 

for special events, services or service projects. 

When we talk about land use, building projects, flood plains, and so on, we are making decisions about 
God’s creation.  We are making decisions with an eye to protecting the environment. We are making de-
cisions about the safety and well-being of God’s people in our jurisdiction. We are making decisions 
about beauty.  It is sacred work. 

Jesus’ death and resurrection gave birth to the new creation. That new creation is unfolding here and 
now, in our time and space. That means all space is sacred space.  All our work is sacred work. I think 
that’s pretty cool. 

 

June Helpers 

Cleaners—Diane and Charlie Rine 

Lectors—Ficks 

Ushers—Gail Otto/George G. Nygren 

 

 

Congratulations! 

 

Congratulations to Hannah Brust who graduated from Wahoo High School. She plans to attend Doane 

College and major in Veterinary Science. 

 

 

 
 
Contact Information 
Pastor Kris Bohac—786 5270 or 499 4993 
 krisbo90@gmail.com 
President Charlie Rine—402.261.4772 
Facebook—Zion Lutheran Church ELCA 
Website—www.zionithaca.org 

 

 

 


