
 

GOOD TIDINGS FROM ZION      July 2017 

 

Encounter Christ...Grow in faith…Love as Christ loved...Tell the Story  

Reformation 500 

On October 31 of this year, it will have been 500 years since Martin Luther nailed his 95 theses to 

the door of the Wittenburg Castle. Although Martin Luther was not the first reformer of the 

Church, he gets credit for turning the notion of reforming the abusive practices of the medieval 

Roman Catholic Church into an actual movement. 

Jan Hus, a Bohemian priest and scholar, and John Wycliffe, an English academic, were both early 

reformers.  What probably made the biggest difference for Martin Luther was the invention of the 

printing press.  With that, his writings could be mass produced and distributed throughout the 

land. 

Suddenly, people who previously could only bow to the Church’s power and exploitation had a 

new champion…and a new way to think about God and how God really worked.  They got scrip-

ture and the mass translated into their own language.   

The most astounding of Luther’s teaching…and what got him into trouble…is the idea that God’s 

grace and salvation could be trusted, not because of how good people are nor how well they prac-

ticed the faith as required by the Church, but because of how good God is.  All the church’s re-

quirements…things like payments to the church called indulgences, holding special masses to try to 

get deceased loved ones out of purgatory, treating the Lord’s supper as a good work instead of a 

gift from God…placed a burden on people that went against what the saving work of Jesus Christ 

was really about. 

Martin Luther and the Protestant Reformation removed that burden.  But it is human temptation 

to keep taking that burden back on.  The Church is always in need of being reformed. Can the 

work of Martin Luther still help us today? Are the basics of faith he taught and wrote about still 

relevant? I believe unequivocally yes.  Because Jesus is still relevant.  God’s grace is still relevant. 

This coming year we will dive into the basics of our Lutheran faith.  I’ll preach through the Small 

Catechism as we dig into what our faith tradition believes about God and God’s work in Jesus 

Christ.  There will be videos, online resources and some cross-generational activities to help us 

talk together about how to be a Lutheran follower of Jesus Christ in the 21st Century. We’ll hear 

some nuggets of Reformation history.  There are some special Synod activities focusing on the 

work done over the last several years to bring Lutherans and Roman Catholics closer together…

the Roman Catholic Church has gone through its own reformation over the centuries.    

Here’s something you can do now.  If you know people in the area who are curious about faith and 

curious about the church, this coming year might be a great time to invite them to come…to get in 

on a year of relearning some basics of our faith and learning what they have to do with life today. 

In Christ, Pastor Kris 
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July Calendar 

July 2       10 am—Worship on the Lawn with Bethlehem and Grace 

July 9  9:00 am—Worship 

July 16  9:00 am—Worship 

July 23  9:00 am—Worship 

July 30  9:00 am—Worship 

 

Invitation 

The congregation is invited to celebrate the wedding of our daughter, Erica, to Chris Prokop at an 

open house at our home, 10011 N. 152nd St. in Waverly.  The date is July 29 and it is from 5 to 9 

pm.  No gifts. 

 

Nebraska Synod Assembly Mission Fair 

 

Saturday morning at the Synod Assembly a Mission Fair was held.  The Mission Fair highlighted all the 

ministries and missions the Synod Supports.  Each month I’m going to feature one of those missions.  

This month, it’s the ELCA Mission Builders.  This one is especially significant right now because they 

are doing the building at Carol Joy Holling Camp and Retreat Center.  THEY NEED VOLUNTEERS! If 

you’d like to help out for a day or part of a day or a week, talk to Pastor Kris. 

 

 

Sacred Time 

This is another nugget on why the resurrection of Jesus Christ matters.  The incarnation, death and res-

urrection of Jesus Christ was the first wave of the kingdom of God breaking in to our world.  This 

makes our earthly space and time in the here and now sacred.  Last month we dealt with space.  But 

what about time? 

What does it mean for us if all our time is sacred time?  How would we spend it? If Jesus’ resurrection 

was about freedom, why do we insist on re-enslaving ourselves and others in the way we use time? 

Families are frazzled by all the activities to which they’re driving hither and yon.  Sports claim hours and 

hours of a family’s time.  Work…and especially work from which, by virtue of technology we are never 

disconnected, consumes time.  If all time is sacred, then the time spent at work, recreation, sports and 

other kids’ activities can all be sacred.  There is value and even a sense of doing kingdom work, even in 

the midst of a baseball game. 

But when one activity consumes all of our time to the exclusion of other things, including just rest…it 

becomes slavery.  In fact it can become almost demonic rather than sacred. 

If all of our time is sacred time, how does that change how you spend it?  

 

June Helpers 

Cleaners—Deanna and Russ Brust 

Lectors—Rines/Fox 

Ushers—Russell Brust/Ivan Bergman 

 

 

 

 

 

Contact Information 

Pastor Kris Bohac—786 5270 or 499 4993 

 krisbo90@gmail.com 

President Charlie Rine—402.261.4772 

Facebook—Zion Lutheran Church ELCA 

Website—www.zionithaca.org 

 

 

 


