
 

GOOD TIDINGS FROM ZION      January 2019 

 

Encounter Christ...Grow in faith…Love as Christ loved...Tell the Story  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

589 County Rd. 13 

Ithaca, NE  68033 

Contact Information 

Pastor Kris Bohac—402 499 4993 

 krisbo90@gmail.com 

President Charlie Rine—402.261.4772 

Facebook—Zion Lutheran Church ELCA 

Website—www.zionithaca.org 

 

The Year in Review 

Pastoral Acts 

Funerals/Memorial Services 

Rick McKinley – March 28 
Dickee Crosby – May 15 
Helen Lehman – June 29 

Baptisms 

Savannah Throener – March 31 
Lyla Hartshorn – April 7 

Education/Faith Formation 

Youth/Children 
Sunday school has three classes. Diane Rine stepped away from teaching but continues to 

help coordinate Sunday school and the Christmas program. Carol Mintzmeyer teaches 
the older class and a team consisting of Aaron and Kathryn Nygren, George and Me-
gan Nygren and Debbie Todd rotate for the other two 

We had a very successful end of the year fishing outing at Otto pond and hope to make 
that an annual event 

Next year we will have confirmation aged kids. I will be meeting with parents in early 
spring to talk about this.  

The Christmas program continues to be popular and the kids do a great job 
Adults 

Since I don’t have confirmation this year, I’ve had a bit more time to work on some adult 
education. We completed a Bible study on Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. In the 
winter/spring semester, I plan to have some sessions on faith and current events. 
There is more information about this elsewhere in the newsletter. I hope to continue 
at least one session of adult education per year, even when we do have confirmation 

Lent 
During Lent we focused on some spirituality practices using a collection of photographs. 

The sessions were loosely shaped around resources from the Nebraska Synod for the 
theme We Are Church Together. 

         (cont. pg. 2) 

January Helpers 

Cleaners—Mckinley/Hartshorn 

Lectors— 

Communion Asst.—Charlie Rine 

Ushers—George C. Nygren 

https://www.facebook.com/Zion-Lutheran-Church-ELCA-134634159919466/
https://www.zionithaca.org/


 

January Calendar 

January 5 10:45 am—Epiphany Worship at Grace Lutheran Church,  827 County Rd. 18, Wahoo 

   Sunday school kids will sing 

January 12 9:00 am—Worship  

  9:45—Sunday school 

January 19 8:45 am—Worship (note time change) 

  Annual meeting following worship  

January 26 9:00 am—Worship 

  9:45 am Sunday school 

  2:15 pm—Worship at South Haven 

 

Looking Ahead 

Worship at Saunders Care Center 

• January 26—because of Bethlehem’s annual meeting, we’ll keep this one at the 1:30 pm time 

• May 10—This is Mother’s Day. I’m open to doing it in the morning but we will talk about it as it 
gets closer 

• August 16—this will likely be at 9:30 am 

• November 15—likely at 9:30 am 

 

Adult Education dates—see insert for more detailed information 

• February 2 and 16 

• March 1, 15 and 22 

• May 3 

 

Ash Wednesday is February 26 

   

 

 

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Worship 

We have continued using the Narrative Lectionary for worship. Worship remains a key part of 
our life together 

During Advent and at other times, I’ve incorporated some spirituality practices, mostly through 
periods of silence and some lectio divina. I plan to continue to have us practice spirituality 
together as a way to deepen our faith lives. 

We have used Holden Evening prayer for Lent worship, in conjunction with a meal and some oth-
er learning activities. At the combined council meeting in December, there seemed to be the 
feeling that it’s time to do something different.  

Service/Giving 

Our first service project of the year began with a Lent “purge.” People were encouraged to go 
through their closets and other storage and bring items to the church. They were then do-
nated to Peoples City Mission 

We applied for and received a $1000 Immanuel Vision Foundation Celebration Grant. We used 
the money to celebrate the vibrancy of our Sunday school. The kids will use the money for 
three projects over the year. The first was to collect items and assemble school kits for Hurri-
cane Dorian victims. 

Leadership 

The council and Pastor Kris had a retreat in the early spring. We came up with several challenges 
and ideas. In reviewing those from the March newsletter, we have accomplished some and 
not others.  

Worship attendance I believe is better and we’ve had new people coming.  
We have extended our online presence with a podcast for worship. I can usually record it 

Sunday morning when I practice the sermon for worship, so it’s not too time con-
suming. I also did a podcast of our 1 Corinthians Bible study. That was more time 
consuming but I think helpful when people had to miss a session. I don’t think any-
one listened to it otherwise. I won’t do a podcast for the Faith and Current events 
one because that will be mostly discussion. I probably need to advertise the exist-
ence of the worship podcast a bit more. 

The fishing outing was one of the outcomes of the retreat – that was highly successful 
and a lot of fun. 

We discussed concerns related to the low numbers of available pastors and the absence 
of a pastor at Alma and Edensburg. They have since called a pastor, but the issue will 
likely arise as pastors retire or seek other calls. 

We had planned to have a summer worship with the same five churches as come togeth-
er for Epiphany, but that proved to be too difficult for me to get scheduled. 

In Christ’s peace, 

Pastor Kris 

 

 



 

Faith and Current Events 

In the person of Jesus, God willingly entered in to the beauty and messiness of our world. 

Relationships between people and the politics and policies of those relationships matter to 

God...to God they are all worthy of redemption. As followers of Christ, we are called to look 

at those policies and politics through the lens of Jesus Christ and his death and resurrec-

tion.  Politics in our country right now just seem to be stuck. Are there ways we as the 

church should be looking at the issues facing us that might be a way forward? Join us for 

several Adult Education sessions, beginning in February, as we begin to discern how we are 

to think and talk about current issues and events as Christians. This is for anyone who is 

concerned about the political climate in our country, whether you are conservative, liberal, 

or somewhere in between. 

The first two sessions will be in February: 

February 2—Politics and Christian Beliefs: What is our foundation? Was Jesus political? 

How does the gospel impact how we think about politics? We will also lay down some 

ground rules for having these sorts of conversations, even when we don’t all agree. 

February 16—Truth: Extreme polarization in the media and social media, election interfer-

ence...How do we best discern the truth, especially this election year? 

Other topics will likely include immigration, climate change, poverty and economic inequali-

ty, including  health care,  and racism. I’m open to changes if you feel other topics need 

dealt with.  

Sunday School Christmas Program 

Thank you for all your hard work! 


