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Encounter Christ...Grow in faith…Love as Christ loved...Tell the Story  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Zion Lutheran Church 

589 County Rd. 13 

Ithaca, NE  68033 

Contact Information 

Pastor Kris Bohac—402 499 4993 

 krisbo90@gmail.com 

President Charlie Rine—402.261.4772 

Facebook—Zion Lutheran Church ELCA 

Website—www.zionithaca.org 
The God of the Universe 

This image is the first ever captured of a black hole in space. You’ve 

probably heard of black holes, although before 1967 they were called 

dark stars.  

Albert Einstein’s General Theory of Relativity explained gravity as a 

curve in spacetime created by large masses. To picture it in your head, 

imagine a croquet ball placed in the center of a stretchy sheet.   

 Here’s an image:   

 

All objects, including light, follow the curve inward. Without 

adequate velocity, objects will curve into the center mass. A 

rocket ship can achieve escape velocity from earth’s mass, and 

the right velocity can keep something orbiting the center 

mass. 

Einstein’s  theory predicted that there could be a mass so large that it would cause so much curve that 

nothing, including light, could escape. This would create a black hole. 

Scientists have been able to see evidence that black holes existed for decades. But for the first time, an 

actual photo of a black hole was captured. Well, sort of anyway. You still can’t see anything in the actu-

al hole because no light can escape from it.  

So, why am I doing a mini-science lesson in a church newsletter?  

I love science, and one of the things I find most frustrating and sad about too many Christians is that 

they believe you either have to believe the Bible or believe science. In their mind, to be a Christian you 

essentially have to reject all the amazing things we’ve learned about this staggeringly beautiful and fas-

cinating universe. 

I don’t believe that at all. I think the creation stories are beautiful stories of a majestic God who speaks 

a whole universe into being, and who gets down in the dirt to create a human being and then lovingly 

breathes life into that human.      (continued pg. 2) 

 

May Helpers 

Cleaners—Cathy Hartshorn; Sudiks 

Lectors—McKinley/Hartshorn 

Communion Assistant—Charlie Rine 

Ushers—Aaron Nygren, Harvey Mintzmeyer 

https://www.facebook.com/Zion-Lutheran-Church-ELCA-134634159919466/
https://www.zionithaca.org/


 

May Calendar 

May 6  9:00 am—Worship with Holy Communion 

  9:45  am—Sunday school 

May 12   9:00 am—Worship 

May 19  9:00 am—Worship, Ministry Appreciation 

  9:45 am—Last day of Sunday school  

May 26  9:30 am—Worship at Saunders Care Center—No worship at Zion 

June 2  10:45 am—Line up for Ithaca Sesquicentennial parade 

June3   9:00 am—Worship with Holy Communion 

 Immediately following worship—fishing and cookout at Otto Pond   

 

 

 

Community 

 
On the ministry surveys you all filled out in February, one thing that was a recurring theme was the 
importance of community. At our council retreat following that survey, we discussed some different 
ideas for community building activities. Our first one will be June 3. After worship, we will head to the 
Otto family pond. It’s located about a quarter mile north of the intersection of County Road A and 
Country Road 12. There will be fishing for adults, a fishing contest for kids and a cookout afterward. 
We’ll have some extra fishing poles for any kids who don’t have one.  

 

This should be a good time and a great way to celebrate the end of the year and strengthen our com-
munity. 

 

AND...we will get involved in the larger community in a couple of different ways. On Saturday June 2, 
the village of Ithaca is having a Sesquicentennial celebration, including a parade. We plan to be in the 
parade—Carol Mintzmeyer got a beautiful little pedal car from Speedway Motors that we will raffle 
off at the Pork BBQ. We’ll get some of the kids to pedal the car in the parade while others of us walk. 

 

We’ll repeat the parade experience at the Ceresco Days parade on July 12.  

  

   

 

I sort of imagine God’s breath, or a wind from God, blowing into the expanding and evolving universe. But 

the Bible isn’t science. It really wasn’t meant to be.  The creation stories from the Bible  are towering, po-

etic accounts of God’s creative work, told in a way an ancient people could grasp with their limited tools 

to observe that creation. 

I’ve read the science of the big bang and the evolution of the universe and life within it. I’ve read works 

from those who study science and theology and works from theologians who write of a cosmic Christ who 

is woven into every aspect of creation. What scientists have learned about creation is every bit as awe-

inspiring as the creation stories from Genesis.  

I think every time we learn something new about the universe God bursts with delight. Scientists hope to 

one day fine the elusive unified theory of everything. And I suspect when they do, there we will somehow 

see God…who was always there all along the way. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Kris 

 
If you have ideas or items for the newsletter, please let me know. I’d be glad to put in things of im-
portance to you and your family, to our congregation and in the community around us.  


